
What is Orange Connection? 

Wartburg’s Orange Connection program centers on the mentoring relationships between students and alumni or friends  
of the college. This includes an opportunity for students to stay in the homes of alumni mentors, learn about balancing  
work, family, and community commitments after college, and find out what others took away from their college experience. 
 
Students participate in a 1 ½ day job shadowing opportunity with another alumni or friend of the college that allows them  
to gain an insider’s view into a career field of their interest, observe on-the-job activities, and participate in hands-on learning 
experiences in the workplace. 

When would the student(s) be staying with us? 
Student(s) would arrive at your home Sunday evening. The exact  
arrival time would be determined by you and the student(s).  
Student(s) would stay with you through Tuesday morning.  

How many students would I host? 
This is up to you. If you are willing to host more than one, you are  
welcome to do so.

What are the host family’s responsibilities? 
The host family provides the student(s) with a room furnished with a place 
 to sleep. They also are expected to involve the student(s) in their  
evening activities. 

Do I need to provide entertainment for the student(s)? 
Some hosts will plan special entertainment, but it is not an expectation.  
The student(s) really enjoy the conversation with their hosts and sharing fun Wartburg stories.

Does it cost me anything to participate as a host? 
As a personal host, you provide lodging and ideally cover morning and evening meals. In Des Moines,  
we ask that you provide dinner Sunday and Monday and breakfast Monday and Tuesday.  
In Chicago, we ask that you provide dinner Monday and breakfast Monday and Tuesday.
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Wartburg is a selective liberal arts college of the Lutheran church (ELCA) and internationally recognized for community 
engagement. Wartburg College is dedicated to challenging and nurturing students for lives of leadership and service as a spirited 
expression of their faith and learning.

Chicago Orange Connection participants take a group photo during the alumni networking event.

Do students have any special requirements (allergies, diet, etc.)? 
Sometimes students have special dietary restrictions such as no pork, vegetarian, vegan, no 
dairy, etc. Others have allergies to certain foods or may not eat certain foods for personal or 
religious reasons. Some students also may have environmental allergies such as hay, pets, or 
perfume. All of these questions are asked on the student’s profile form, which you will receive 
for each student you host. 
 
Do I need to provide bedding/towels for the student? 
Student(s) will need to shower at your home, but, if needed, they can bring their own towel. 
They also can bring a sleeping bag and pillow if need be. 
 
Will I have to drive the student? 
No. We do not expect hosts to drive students to their professional job shadow sites unless 
you are willing and able to do so. Typically, students use their own vehicle, utilize public 
transportation, or a college staff member will assist with transportation needs.   
 
How can I provide feedback?
You will be asked to complete an evaluation after the program. 

What if I need to cancel?
If some unforeseen event occurs that requires you to cancel, notify your  
student and college contact. 

Des Moines  Chicago 
Renee Voves – 319-504-7978  Tony Smith – 563-590-2977 
Derek Solheim – 319-240-3380  TJ Warren – 319-243-8009

OC participants Heather Cole  
and Leslie Paris strike a pose during 

the Amazing Race scavenger hunt  
in Des Moines.


